Dear Dave, a/l;i/90 

Out tliere is the midwest kou see neither the '^'ime^^ which X also doni^t see, or the- 
r’cst, so I'll be enclosing today's Post reporting on the middle east, with some highlighting 
of some things to which I wante<;/ to draw "il's attention and to w^fdch I draw yours. 

^ finishing with the Post, in an effort to see if there was any news, I turned 

the TV one to catch the morning so-called/i^ews aho^a, Sunday Morning and Sunday loday. 

It took close to five minutes before thefe was anytliiiig other than pufifiery and coiomeraails 
and when I switched from IfflC to CjSji and the reverse I was not able to get a single report 
that could pass for news. Not dven in a decent magazine sense. Dq wonder we are so uix— 
informed as a people, so ignorant. And when there was what could be said to relate, sob 
stuff ^d coteientary from a professor and a former ambassador, the inapixropriateness of 
the smiling faces, particularly of the CBS woman who asked empty q,uestions as she moved 
her head for the best camera angle! 

ihe gas I got this morning was only 14 cents higher than two weeks ago but that does 
^dicate the growing domestic urgency when this cost is applied to our already ineffecient 
industry and the debt crisis. Tliere is too little consieration of 'niiat this middle— east 
crisis will mean here , particularly if , as seems likely to me , Saddam does not chcinge , 
does not in any meaningful way retireat from his aggression, agrression that I see as only 
the beginning of what he has in mind. 

f^blic TV wqsn't much better tlian commercail TV of t^is morning during the past 
week, on what I saw. ^'ight before last, for example, -he Mici*eil-Lehrer -^‘^port had four 
Arab-Americans and the thrust of what they said, particularly the editor of the largest 
Arab-American newspaper, was not that far from what Saddam was saying, his Hitlerian 
claim tliat he faces, and the Arab world with him, a Zionist— imperialist conspiracy, 

ilie one thing on whicji all the Arab leaders and most o£ their peoples can agree is 
that Israel is the cause of their problems, ..hich it isix^t, of course, except in the 
se:ose that it is a democratic society of social concerns, and that they do not want 
their peoples to want. If they in -he end wind up with any kind of agreement or unity, 

I think this may be the catalmst and perhaps target. I think there can be more worry for 
Israel and of still another holocaust and that the positions t^en by Arafat and the FLO 
ani Hussein of Jordan can contribute to this. I do not see th^^lkdis continuing their 
financing of Arafat. Perhaps they'll be more symixathetic to Jordan. But what will the 
x'DD and Jordan do if they face bijikruptcy? ^ ^ Vf/j 

Tlie world faces great economic distress from the boycott of Iraqi (petroleum and 
Iraq does, too, Iraqiqil-i. also face a food crisis. I do not now see Syria providing any 
or permitting the transit of any. Perhaps Turkey will permit it, as it has said, but aside 
fro-'i ““ebanon, the only other means of transit for food to Iraq seems to be 2ordan. I 
see Saddam moving into it in aqjr extremity, and that can mean turning administration 
of it over to the arafats. V/ho can make a legitimate claim to it, as the world seems to 
have forgotten or ignored. 

It is an enormously confuse^ and confusing situation and one that western peoples 
may for the most part not be able to comprehend, the attitudes are so strange to us and 
the history so foreign and unknown. 

I can see some developments not mentioned, although the fear of Iraqi chemical war- 
fare is explicit, As Israel knew where to go to wipe out Iraq's nuclear operations years 
ago I think they know where his chemical manufacturing operations, perhaps storage, also 
are. ‘i-nd his updated nuclear operations. I don't see them taking a step to wipe either 
out but I can see them x:>roviding the information to us. V/hich brings up another aspect of 
what is little mentioned, that iuaddam holds a million or more other peoples, less than 
5,0o0 of ours but so many that all governments will be reluctant to add to their danger 
or risk killing any of them. That Saddam holds so many k^tage lias not gotten the public 
attention it deserves. What an outrageous, unprecedent tMng. Not even Hitler did that! 
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I I think the degree to which Saddaa is able to turn this into a holy crusade is 
of peat xiaportcuxce. His pilots, for example, i^ero cowardly and ineffective in^tli war 

Iran, ihey could have wiped Iran's oil installations out but daiaage. ' 

atx^bute this to ex incompetence. So, if they go ^or his conspiracy 
lictpn and think they are saving their country from a Sionist-imperialist cabal, they 
may do much more damage, 

acute poverty of the arab masses helps him and helps make his fictions 
more credible to the hungry poor. 

The world should have seen this coming when he made up his other fictions and 
jounced what was known, his chemi9al-warfare capabilityes and said they'd be used in 
retaliation against what there wasn t the slightest prospect of, an Israeli attack on 
XZ!8>Q • 

r, ^ 

ilien regar^ess of wlaat they are armed with, there is his missle capabilities, he 
can cover much of the land around Iraq with them. One report you may not have seen or 
heard ^.s that he ma<le a public show that was observed, of loading and unloading nerves 
gas from missiaes or planes, I've forgotten which. 

The demonstrations in his support tliat I've seen reported are minor but the time 
in which they could have been made is short. Time and developments will tell. I'm sure 
Che -e is some support in other lands and tlrnt the disinh^ited o^hoselands may goVor 
his line and support him, but few of the governments dare and few will permit any major 
demonstration ot support because they'd be endangered by widespread support of him. I 
do not liave the smaller ones like Yemen in mind but do J^pt and otherlarger Arab l«nds. 

At this point Jerry came and for a wliile we discussed a nu.ber'of tilings. He left 
a ^iiute before noon and I tuined the radio on to get the CHS ne,;s. kirst item on itiwas 
baddam s_ today's proposed solution. It is keyed to Israel's witlidrawl from the occupied 
territories and to almost nothing in return from Saddam. So, says he bo .sting, my analysis 
tlie one thing on khich Arab agreement miglit be expected is ganging up on Israel, 
oaddam has taken the first step in that direction and he can expect widespread sup.iort 
on it irom the Arab masses. He also need expect no oprasition to liis demand of Israeli 
withdrawals from any Muslim governiaent. 
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